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SUBJECT: DETENTION OE DAVID LIGHT 

1 . DEPUTY ASSISTANT SECRETARY BLAKE CALLED IN AMB. ADDOU 
NOVEMBER 7 TO DISCUSS PROGRESS OE ADDOU'S EFFORTS TO 
SECURE RELEASE OF OR ACCESS TO DAVID LIGHT. ADDOU SAID HE 
HAD CABLED ACTING FOREIGN SECRETARY IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING 
EARLIER MEETING WITH BLAKE BUT HAD NOT YET RECEIVE REPLY. 

HE ADDED, WITH CURIOUS LOGIC, THAT LACK OF RESPONSE WAS 
AN ENCOURAGING SIGN, BECAUSE IT MEANT MOFA STILL WORKING 
ON THE PROBLEM. ADDOU SAID THAT INVOLVEMENT OF TWO 
ETHIOPIANS IN CASE IS COMPLICATING FACTOR. IF LIGHT 
HAD CROSSED BORDER BY HIMSELF, HE WOULD PROBABLY HAVE BERN 
RELEASED QUICKLY, BUT DIEFICULT TO RELEASE HIM WHILE CON- 
TINUING TO HOLD ETHIOPIANS, WHOSE MOTIVES ARE UNDERSTAND- 
ABLY VERY SUSPECT IN SOMALI EYES. BY WAY OE EURTHER 
EXPLANATION/RATIONALIZATION, ADDOU SAID LACK OF PROGRESS 
PROBABLY DUE LARGELY TO LONG ABSENCE OF PRESIDENT SIAD AND 
FOREIGN SECRETARY ARTEH FROM SOMALIA. ADDOU SAID HE WOULD 
IMMEDIATELY SEND ANOTHER CABLE TO MOGADISCIO, THIS TIME TO 
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OFFICER SEALED LETTER MARKED ' PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL" AND 
ASKED THAT IT BE PASSED TO AMBASSADOR KIRK. LETTER HAS BEEN 
POUCHED. 

2. BLAKE TOLD ADDOU WE ARE AWARE OF DIFFICULTIES, BUT FACT 
REMAINS THAT AMERICAN CITIZEN HAS BEEN DETAINED COMPLETELY 
INCOMMUNICADO FOR SIX WEEKS. IF PROGRESS IS NOT MADE VERY 
SOON, AEFAIR WILL ALMOST SURELY SURFACE IN PRESS AND 
CONGRESS, CAUSING GREAT EMBARRASSMENT TO USG AND GSDR. 
BLAKE STRESSED THAT NO EXCUSE LIKELY BE ACCEPTABLE TO 
SUCH CRITICS. 

3. AFTER MEETING, COUNTRY OFFICER RAISED POSSIBILITY OF 
ADDOU'S BRINGING PROBLEM IMMEDIATELY TO SIAD'S PERSONAL 
ATTENTION DURING HIS WEST AERICAN SOJOURN, RATHER THAN 
AWAITING HIS RETURN TO SOMALIA, WHICH MAY NOT OCCUR FOR AT 
LEAST A WEEK. ADDOU SAID HE THOUGHT THIS WOULD BE 
EXTREMELY DIEFICULT SINCE HE NOT SURE OF SIAD'S WHEREABOUTS 
AND BECAUSE SOMALIA HAS FEW EMBASSIES IN WEST AFRICA. 

AFTER APPARENT SECOND THOUGHTS, ADDOU TELEPHONED COUNTRY 
OFFICER TO ASK IE DEPARTMENT COULD DETERMINE PRESIDENT'S 
WHEREABOUTS IN WEST AFRICA. DEPARTMENT WILL LOCATE SIAD 
AND INFORM ADDOU. MAW 
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